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Buyer’s Prep Checklist
1. Financing & Documentation
1. Obtain a mortgage pre-approval from a trusted lender.
1. Review loan options (conventional, FHA, VA, jumbo) and understand requirements.
1. Gather required documents for your lender:
–  W-2s or 1099s (2 years)
–  Tax returns (2 years)
–  Recent pay stubs (30 days)
–  Bank statements (2–3 months)
–  Proof of other assets (retirement, investments, gift funds)
1. Review estimated monthly payment, interest rate, and closing costs with your lender.
1. Discuss down payment amount and funding sources.
2. Budget & Readiness
1. Establish your maximum purchase price and comfort zone.
1. Create a moving budget (movers, deposits, new furniture, etc.).
1. Understand upfront costs: earnest money, inspection, appraisal, insurance, and reserves.
1. Confirm credit score and resolve any issues that could affect loan approval.
3. Home Search Prep
1. Define must-haves vs. nice-to-haves (beds, baths, garage, yard, location).
1. Research neighborhoods, schools, amenities, and commute times.
1. Review HOA rules, dues, and restrictions if applicable.
1. Discuss offer strategies with your agent (closing date, contingencies, credits).
1. Understand how inspection, appraisal, and financing contingencies protect you.
4. Offer & Escrow Readiness
1. Have a government-issued photo ID ready for all signings.
1. Prepare proof of funds for earnest money and down payment.
1. Be ready to sign contracts and disclosures electronically.
1. Familiarize yourself with the escrow process (earnest money → contingencies → closing).
1. Review a sample settlement statement with your agent to understand closing figures.
5. Communication & Expectations
1. Decide how you prefer to receive updates (calls, email, text).
1. Schedule regular check-ins with your agent and lender.
1. Identify who will attend inspections, walkthroughs, and closing.
1. Confirm timelines for decision-making (especially during negotiation).
6. Move Planning
1. Begin organizing and decluttering before house hunting intensifies.
1. Research movers, storage, or rental trucks in advance.
1. Gather important documents (IDs, insurance, birth certificates) to keep separate during the move.
1. Plan mail forwarding through USPS once a property is secured.
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